LAURENCE  STERNE

By A. Calder-Marshall

IT adds little to our appreciation of The Beaux Stratagem
to know that Farquhar composed it on his deathbed to
provide money for his family. Nor is it illuminating that
Johnson wrote Rasselas in a week to pay his mother's
debts and give her decent burial. Biographical detail is
only necessary to explain flaws or unevenness in a work
of art. It shows weakness in Tristram Shandy that it needs
such explanation.

In 1741 Laurence Sterne became Prebendary of York
and married Elizabeth Lumley. He did not produce the
first two volumes of Tristram Shandy till December of the
year 1759. He had spent the meantime administering
two parishes near York; had been driven by lack of money
to deputize sermons in the Minster, even for his enemies;
and he had written a few pamphlets and a vast number of
addresses from which he later selected the best for Sermons
by Yorick.

Even when he was a young man, his nature was divided
between responsibility and irresponsibility; between the
serious profession he had adopted and the spontaneous
gaiety of his nature. The Church, his wife and his
daughter Lydia symbolized solidity for him. His Cam-
bridge friend, John Hall Stevenson, and the "Demoniacs"
who gathered at Crazy Castle, stood for the opposing
principle. Attractive young ladies of his acquaintance
like Miss Fourmantelle were grouped alongside Stevenson,
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